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2.1 As required by the Code of Virginia (§§16.1-299.1, 19.2-310.2 and 19.2-310.2:1) [Appendix A] every 
person convicted of a felony on or after July 1, 1990, every person convicted of a felony offense under 
Article 7 (§18.2-61 et seq.) of Chapter 4 of Title 18.2 who was incarcerated on July 1, 1989, any 
juvenile convicted of a felony or adjudicated delinquent on the basis of an act which would  be a 
felony if committed by an adult (provided the juvenile was fourteen years of age or older at the time of 
the commission of the offense), and every person arrested for certain violent felonies and burglaries is 
required to have a sample of blood, saliva, or tissue taken if a convicted offender or a sample of saliva 
or tissue taken if an arrestee for DNA analysis and incorporation into the Virginia DNA Data Bank 
and subsequent entry into CODIS. 

 
2.2 All samples must be taken in accordance with the Code of Virginia §§ 19.2-310.3 (convicted 

offenders) and 19.2.310.3:1 (arrestees) [refer to Appendix A].  
 
2.3 Either buccal cells or blood may be collected from convicted offenders. A purple top vacutainer tube 

should be used for the collection of a blood sample (preservative EDTA). A buccal DNA collection kit 
provided by the Division of Forensic Science will be used to collect buccal cells from arrestees and 
convicted offenders.  

 
2.4 The majority of DNA Data Bank samples originate from inmates housed in facilities of the Virginia 

Department of Corrections, regional and local jails throughout the state, and state juvenile detention 
facilities. Arrestee samples are typically taken at the booking station. Occasionally blood or buccal 
swab samples from convicted offenders who are not required to serve time will be taken by qualified 
personnel in a local health department or doctor’s office.  These individuals should be accompanied to 
the drawing facility by an officer of the court who will take custody of the sample immediately upon 
its withdrawal, thereby ensuring that the chain of custody of the sample remains intact.   Samples may 
also be submitted from Virginia inmates who are housed in out-of-state correctional facilities through 
the Virginia Interstate Corrections Compact. 

 
2.5 A notice will be sent to the DNA Data Bank by the Clerk of the Court for each juvenile required to 

give a DNA Data Bank sample.  When a notice is received, a search of information in the DNA Data 
Bank tracking computer is conducted to determine if a sample has been received.   

 
2.5.1 If the sample has been received, the date of receipt will be documented on the notice and 

initialed and dated by the individual who made this determination. The notice will be stored in 
the notebook labeled “JUVENILES COMPLETE” as a permanent record to document the 
receipt of the sample.       

 
2.5.2 If a sample has not been received, the notice will be placed in a folder labeled “JUVENILE 

BLOOD SAMPLES”. Subsequent searches will be conducted on a bi-monthly basis.  These 
searches will be documented on the notice and initialed and dated by the individual who 
conducted the search.  If the sample has not been received after three months, the information 
will be provided to the Counsel for the Division of Forensic Science, who will contact the 
Clerk of the Court that sent the notice. The name and date of the individual contacted will be 
documented on the notice.  Once the sample is received, the notice will be stored in the 
notebook labeled “JUVENILES COMPLETE” as a permanent record to document the 
receipt of the sample.       

♦END 


